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We are so very happy to welcome all of you to the first national conference of the Canadian Family Practice Nurses Association. We all have to be congratulated on our achievements and on our attendance at this important premiere, the first of many conferences to come.

On June 6th 2008 in Toronto at the Ontario Family Practice Nurses biennial meeting CFPNA held a meeting where we acclaimed a president and with six nurses representing Canada from coast to coast we formed an executive of seven. This ‘super seven’ hit the ground running: working on a vision statement, by-laws and a logo. On June 14th 2008 at the CNA Centennial meeting in Ottawa we became the 40th Association to join the Canadian Nurses Association

Jun 27 we joined a Program Advisory Committee headed by Dr Ivy Oandasan who had received a proposal and a grant from Healthforce Canada to work on the research project ‘Optimizing the Role of the Family Practice Nurse’. This project ultimately lead to the completion of the CNA Primary Care Toolkit, a comprehensive resource for accessing information and resources on evidence-based care for nurses and physicians working in primary care setting. It is available on DVD and on both the CFPNA and CNA websites.

 On Sept 15th 2008 we registered our domain name “cfpna.ca”.

With this official status we attended the Family Medicine Forum in Toronto November 2008 and again in Calgary 2009.We participated by having a booth display and talking to many family doctors about the value of family practice/primary care nursing
Over the course of these past two years we have published articles, presented at conferences, participated in workshops, Webinars and teleconferences.  Reference was made to CFPNA in articles in Canadian Nurses Association and College of Family Physician publications.  We even had the attention of CBC on the programme “White Coat Black Art.”  

The challenges that most organizations are facing, low membership, and involvement by only a few individuals truly affects any organization however CFPNA seems to have bucked the trend. Today we welcome nurses who are working or have an interest in the area of primary care /family practice nursing from coast to coast to coast. Our membership has grown to 205 but we need each one of you to take ownership and spread the word to our nurses across the country. We will continue to face challenges. I believe that the elected officers of CFPNA have a vision of the future for nursing and are dedicated to serving that effort. I would encourage other nurses to become involved, illuminate the horizons and to realize the rewards of making a difference. with a strong united voice
Respectfully submitted,

Ann Alsaffar

President

